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Initial situation 

→A growing range of e-media, but non-university members do not 
have access from home

→Every library has individual contracts with publishers and 
therefore individual rules of accessing e-media and individual 
login solutions.

→Users usually are members of various libraries

→Libraries need a future-proof login for their users to provide 
access to a growing range of e-services (OPAC, e-learning, follow-
me-printing, feedback forms, internet workstations …)
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Project goals

→Getting access to e-media from home for our non-university 
members

→Getting a secure login

→Getting a login that can be used for multiple services (SSO, e-
learning, OPAC, etc.)

→Getting a login that can be used not only for ZB, but also for other 
libraries, while each library can keep their own rules to give 
access 

→Getting a future-proof login
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Why not use proxy solutions?

Examples

→EZ Proxy (OCLC)

→HAN - Hidden Access Navigator (by H+H Software GmbH)

Advantage: 

Very well known and established by publishers (IP control is “easy”)

Disadvantages: 

Costs, needs a login (Aleph?), needs special URLs, no direct access, 
users need to get enabled somehow, needs infrastructure (server),  
future?
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Switch edu-ID 

- SWITCH edu-ID is going to replace SWITCHaai

- user centered

- everyone can register, every alumni will have a SWITCH edu-ID 

- institutions will add additional data and will proof quality

- already used by national licence

- based on Shibboleth
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PURA = SWITCH edu-ID + enrichement by
swissbib
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How does it work

For registered users
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How does it work ?

– Registration
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Requirements for Publishers

– Support authentication via Shibboleth

– Be able to check that the SAML attribute eduPersonEntitlement has a specific 
value to grant access.

– Must be a SwitchAAI Federation Partner (interfederation is not enough)

– A big plus : Wayfless linking supported !
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Main advantages

– No software to install. No IT skills needed at the library

– Authentication directly on the Publisher’s platform (no need to use special url’s)

– Good Privacy

– Library can choose their own rules for their own users

– SWITCH edu-ID : the future login system of swiss Universities. 

– Good for the future : No IP address (IPv6, Safari Books online)

– Also possible for printing, computers at the library, …
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Main disadvantages

– Requirements for the publishers are quite strict

– Not possible to cover all publishers with this system (except if you install a proxy 
for the unsupported publishers)
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Pricing
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Price (CHF)
Pura Operation 550 Shared among Pura Libraries

Infrastructure 300 Shared among Pura Libraries

Switch support 2000 Shared among Pura Libraries

swissbib individual library support 1600 Per Library

ZB royalties 450 Per Library

Total (per year) 4900

Based on 3 Pura Libraries. 
Price may be decreased the more libraries participate. 

Initial cost to start using Pura : 2400 CHF (one-shot).



Challenges of getting publishers on board

→Challenge 1: Many publishers’ contracts have no (or unclear) 
paragraphs concerning home access for private users => You 
have to ask publishers (legal aspect)

→Challenge 2: some publishers can not fulfil all the technical 
requirements (technical aspect) 

→Challenge 3: Technical staff and sales staff have to bee involved 
and have to understand our requirements
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Publishers 
PURA actually gives access to 

- MGG (Musik in Geschichte und Gegenwart)

- Munzinger

- national licences (Springer Journals Archive, Oxford Journals 
Archive, DeGruyter Journals Archive, Cambridge Journals 
Archive)

Soon to be added:

→Proquest

→Brockhaus

→UTB

→nanoo.tv
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Next steps

→Get more publishers to join PURA (special case: national licences)

→Get more libraries to join PURA

PURA at ZB

→using PURA for NEBIS account

→using PURA for all public workstations at the library (Internet)
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Questions ?
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Information

– http://www.swissbib.org/wiki/index.php?title=Pura

– Contact us at swissbib-ub@unibas.ch
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http://www.swissbib.org/wiki/index.php?title=Pura
mailto:swissbib-ub@unibas.ch


Thank you
for your attention.
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