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swissbib

• Platform for data and search services

• Since 2008 at the University Library of Basel

• Data from 25 library networks and digital 

repositiories

• Various interfaces for users and software

services

• Various national projects based on swissbib
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Swiss library landscape – swissbib view
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In swissbib:

31 Million Records

970 Libraries

16 Networks

9 Repositories

6.5 Million National 

Licences Articles



10 years of swissbib!

Start of project: May 2008
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Start of project

05.2008 

24.9.2008

decision

for OCLC

Proposal

swissbib – 2008-2012

Criterias apart from

price:

Coverage of base

concept?

layered solution with

independent

components – not only

a product!

Functionality
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Start of project

05.2008 

24.9.2008

decision

for OCLC

Proposal

2009

Service 

development,

complete service

delivered by

OCLC  

swissbib – 2008-2012

Leiden: CBS and server infrastructure

München: FAST, Touchpoint, SRU

Basel: Development interface, on top of

Touchpoint

Design by nose – green swissbib is born

http://www.swissbib.org/doc/nose
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Start of project

05.2008 

24.9.2008

decision

for OCLC

Proposal
02.2010

Go Live 

swissbib – 2008-2012

2009

Service development,

complete service

delivered by OCLC  
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24.9.2008

decision

for OCLC

Proposal

02.2010

Go Live 

2009

service development

CBS (Leiden)

FAST, Touchpoint, SRU

(München)

server infrastructure

(Leiden)

complete service

delivered by OCLC  

10.2010

OAI API 

swissbib – 2008-2012

Data matters!

Most important factors:

• competence and flexibility in 

data processing

• being agile and fast

• make your products, services, 

the data and your gained

knowledge available for

others
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Start of project

05.2008 

24.9.2008

decision

for OCLC

Proposal

02.2010

Go Live 

10.2010

OAI API 

2011

swissbib swiss

regional 

platform for

Worldcat

swissbib – 2008-2012

2009

Service development,

complete service

delivered by OCLC  
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Start of project

05.2008 

12.2011

server

infrastructure

moved from

Leiden to Basel

24.9.2008
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for OCLC

Proposal
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10.2010

OAI API 

2011

swissbib swiss

regional platform

for Worldcat
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Service development,
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Start of project

05.2008 

24.9.2008

deciscision

for OCLC

Proposal

02.2010

Go Live 

10.2010

OAI API 

02.2012

introduction

local catalog

Basel/Bern on

Touchpoint

2011

swissbib swiss

regional platform

for Worldcat

swissbib – 2008-2012

12.2011

server

infrastructure

moved from

Leiden to Basel
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Start of project

05.2008 

12.2011

server

infrastructure

moved from

Leiden to Basel

02.2010

Go Live 

10.2010

OAI API 

02.2012

introduction

local catalog

Basel/Bern on

Touchpoint

2011

swissbib swiss

regional platform

for Worldcat

Summer 2012

change from

FAST

to SOLR

swissbib – 2008-2012

2009

Service development,

complete service

delivered by OCLC  

24.9.2008

decision

for OCLC

Proposal
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

swissbib – 2013-2018
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

swissbib – 2013-2018
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

06.2014

Start of project

linked.swissbib.ch

swissbib – 2013-2018
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

06.2014

Start of project

linked.swissbib.ch

2017

Integration

National 

licenses

swissbib – 2013-2018
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

06.2014

Start of project

linked.swissbib.ch

2017

Integration

National licenses

2017 - 2018

Discussion, papers

Project SLSP

Future of swissbib?

swissbib – 2013-2018

Funded by:



SLSP

• SLSP: Swiss Library Service Platform

• Central service platform for academic libraries

in Switzerland

• Based on a new LMS: Alma and Primo

• Joint-stock company with 15 shareholders

• Start of operations: May 2018

• Switch to production: 1.1.2021
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Swiss library landscape today

19

Réro

SBT

BGR

LIBIBABN

IDSLU

NEBIS

IDSSGIDSBB

Rénouvaud

SNL
Alexandria

SGBN

BISCH

KBTG

HEMU



Swiss library landscape 2021
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BGR

LIBIBABN

Rénouvaud

SNL
Alexandria

SGBN

BISCH

KBTG

HEMU

SLSP

Réro 21
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

06.2014

Start of project

linked.swissbib.ch

2017

Integration

National licenses

2017 - 2018

Discussion , papers

Project SLSP

Future of swissbib?

swissbib – 2013-2018

2018

Work on clustering,

swissbib is used as

deduplication

platform for SLSP



Clustering: Lessons 2018
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• Workshop with OCLC

• From understanding to changing

• New format in matchkey

• URL and exact date removed form matchkey

• Additionally checking DOI, ISMN and Publisher 

Numbers for printed music



Clustering: Next up
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Further adaptions to MRM

• Less strict evaluation of part numbers, etc.

• Check imporvements for evaluation of titles

Experimenting with FRBR-Clustering

• Goal: Clusters for expressions

• Usable for search interface and in context of
linked data
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

06.2014

Start of project

linked.swissbib.ch

2017

Integration

National licenses

Funded by: 07.2018 – 12.2020

«crowd funding» – a lot of

institutions

2017 - 2018

Discussion , papers

Project SLSP

Future of swissbib?

swissbib – 2013-2018

2018

Work on clustering,

swissbib is used as

deduplication

platform for SLSP



From project to crowdfunding

• Project funding until June 2018

• New funding model: All participating libraries

pay a fee, according to their size

• The result: swissbib is financed by 281 

institutions until the end of 2020

• After 2020: ?
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2012 / 2013

introduction

Master/ Record

model

01.2014

go live 

VuFind

06.2014

Start of project

linked.swissbib.ch

2017

Integration

National licenses

2020+

What’s next?

• swissbib as data nucleus

• platform for specialized

services?

• new collaborations?

• SLSP?

2017 - 2018

Discussion , papers

Project SLSP

Future of swissbib?

swissbib – 2013-2018

Funded by: 07.2018 – 12.2020

«crowd funding» – a lot of institutions

2018

Work on clustering,

swissbib is used as

deduplication

platform for SLSP



People, Institutions, Companies (2008 – 2018)
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Thank you

Günter Hipler

Systems Architect

swissbib

Universitätsbibliothek Basel

guenter.hipler@unibas.ch

Silvia Witzig

Metadata Specialist

swissbib

Universitätbibliothek Basel

silvia.witzig@unibas.ch
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More about swissbib

• GitHub

https://github.com/swissbib

https://github.com/linked-swissbib

• linked.swissbib.ch: Beta RESTful API

http://data.swissbib.ch/

• Blog series «swissbib data goes linked»

http://swissbib.blogspot.ch/2016/04/swissbib-data-goes-linked-teil-1.html

• Interlinking Large Scale Library Data with Authority Records / Felix 

Bensmann, Benjamin Zapilko and Philipp Mayr

http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fdigh.2017.00005/full
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